
The 4 Key Differences 
between First and 
Second Language 
Learning





First Language (L1)
Learned from birth or very early 
childhood

Second Language (L2)
Learned after an L1, later childhood or 
adulthood



1. Age of Acquisition (AoA)
How old you are when you start learning a 
language
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2. Learning Context



2. Learning Context



3. Amount of Input
Input = target language a learner is 
exposed to, through reading, listening, or 
viewing



3. Amount of Input
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3. Affective Factors
Internal factors like anxiety, motivation, 
inhibition, and self-esteem
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Internal factors like anxiety, motivation, 
inhibition, and self-esteem



3. Affective Factors
Integrative Motivation

Desire to connect with caregivers 
and community through language

Gardner & Lambert (1972), Schumann (2009)



3. Affective Factors
Integrative Motivation

Desire to connect with caregivers 
and community through language

Instrumental Motivation
Language learning for practical 
purposes

Gardner & Lambert (1972), Schumann (2009)



3. Affective Factors
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To embark on your next language adventure...

Course shown: French

Visit us at 
mangolanguages.com!

Want to get more engaging linguistics content like this? Subscribe to our YouTube channel @MangoLanguages!

https://mangolanguages.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mangolanguagestv
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Native 3-7 8-10 11-15 17-39
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