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ADVENTURES
IN LANGUAGE 

FRENCH TABLE 
French Prepositions 

Verbs which don’t need a preposition in French but do in English 
The context is very important to choose the right equivalent in French. 

Verbs derived from “to look” regarder 

chercher to look for 

surveiller to look after 

regarder to look at 

détourner les yeux to look away 

baisser les yeux to look down 

lever les yeux to look up 

chercher, se renseigner to look into 

observer to look on 

ignorer to look past 

Verbs derived from “to turn” tourner 

allumer to turn on 

éteindre to turn off 

baisser, refuser to turn down 

devenir to turn to, into 

se retourner to turn around 

faire demi-tour to turn back 

Verbs derived from “to grow” grandir / cultiver 

grandir to grow up 

s’éloigner to grow apart 

pousser to grow out 

repousser to grow back 

devenir to grow into 
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Verbs derived from “to bring” apporter 

élever to bring up 

apporter, emmener to bring along 

rapporter to bring back 

avancer to bring forward 
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ADVENTURES
IN LANGUAGE 

FRENCH TABLE 
French Prepositions 

Verbs which don’t need a preposition in French but do in English 
The context is very important to choose the right equivalent in French. 

Verbs derived from “to take” prendre 

enlever to take off 

assimiler to take in 

retirer, sortir avec to take out 

enlever, confisquer to take away 

Verbs derived from “to throw” lancer 

jeter to throw out 

vomir to throw up 

se débarrasser de to throw aside 

rajouter to throw in 

induire en erreur, 
déstabiliser to throw off 

Verbs derived from “to go” aller 

descendre to go down 

traverser to go through 

sortir to go out 

suivre to go after 

continuer to go on 

choisir to go for 
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