MANDARIN CHINESE ACTIVITY

The # (béi) structure (passive voice)



MANDARIN CHINESE ACTIVITY

The # (béi) structure (passive voice)

How to form passive voice sentences in Mandarin?

Before you start to dive into the exercises, let’s have a quick recap of what
we discussed about the passive voice in Mandarin.

Here is how a passive voice (the # (béi) structure) is formed:

%‘& (béi, ubyn)
Subject (Negation) (Modal verb) / ™ (jiao, “by”) (Agent) Verb A(s:grenctlz;;knetr/
/ iE (rang, “by”) P

1. | The apples are eaten by my younger brother

ER #w/ /A R A 2 7

Pinggud béi/jiao/rang wo didi chi | °

e.

apples by my brother eat

| was cut with a knife (literally: My finger was cut broken by a knife).

S RE PN #w/ /A 7] # BT,

Woade zhitou béi/jiao/rang dao gé po le.

my finger by knife cut broken
3. | The bike wasn't stolen.

BAT% 4 W fir o

Zixingche méi bai tou ZOu.

bike not steal away
4. | He should not be transferred.

ft, N RE % W 7 o

Ta bu yinggai bai diao ZOu.

he not should transfer away
Please note:

Passive voice markers are the words # (béi) / ® (jiao) / it (rang), but they are not completely interchangeable.
The same as the passive voice in English, the agent (by whom or by what) can be optional in the passive sentence, like Example 3 listed above.
7 (le) is one of the aspectual markers that is used in an affirmative passive voice sentence to indicate the completion of an action.

B (po, “broken”) in Example 2 and & (zdu, “good”) in Example 3 are complements that are used to
tell the result of the action.
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1 Transfer the following “subject + verb + object” structure sentences to a # (béi) structure.

1. AL T Ko
Mama shuofu le wo.
Mom persuaded me.

2. AR K% T EANF o
Na zhi dagdu yao le zhége nanhai.
That big dog bit this boy.

3. FWEH T RAL
L3oshi bidoyang le women.
The teacher praised us.

4, B A1 £ T 3 #,
Téngxué men jié zou le xinsha.
Classmates borrowed the newly arrived books.

5. R T AA A Ho
Wé réng le nage shuiping.
| threw away that water bottle.
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2 Change the following passive sentences into negative passive sentences.

1. BHEH T,
W04 béi bidoyang le.
| was not praised.

2. Ry FHABIEET
Tade shouji béi giang zdu le.
His cellphone was not stolen.

3. PRREBAR KT Bro
Ni xiang béi xiaozhang kaichu.
You don’t want to be fired by the principal.

4, AT eI EERE T,
Xidoxin! Huaping rang ta shuai suile.
Watch out! Don’t let him break your vase.
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1

1.

2.

BEHRT Ko — RPBEHRMRT

MRARIALT EANF Fo — BANFBEAMAKAZT .

kT M. — RNBETEF T,
UG£ T H#H, - FHREAFNELT.
BT AN A — AANRMEET .

BRETT . — REWEA,

By FABAEE T — M FALEBIE &,
TRBRK T ke — T BHERKIT IR

MG REIE AT, — S AR T,
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