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FRENCH TABLE 
Lengths of TIme 

Ça fait ... que and Il y a ... que conjugated in other tenses 

Tense of 
ça fait/il y a...que 

Tense(s) of verb 
in following clause Example Translation 

Present Present, perfect Ça fait / Il y a 10 ans qu’ils habitent ici. They have lived here for 10 years. 

Future Present, perfect Ça va faire / Il va y avoir 10 ans 
qu’ils habitent ici. They are going to have lived here for 10 years. 

Future Present, perfect Ça fera / Il y aura des mois qu’il n’est 
pas parti en vacances. It will be months since he has been on a holiday. 

Perfect Present, perfect Ça a fait / Il y a eu 10 ans hier 
qu’ils habitent ici. They have lived here for 10 years yesterday. 

Imperfect Imperfect, pluperfect Ça faisait / Il y avait longtemps 
qu’ils n’étaient pas allés au cinéma. They had not been to the cinema for a while. 

Present conditional Present Ça ferait / Il y aurait 10 ans 
qu’ils habitent ici. He would have lived here for 10 years. 

Past conditional Imperfect, pluperfect Ç’aurait fait / Il y aurait eu 10 
ans qu’ils ne se parlaient plus. They would not have talked to each other for 10 years. 

Subjunctive Present, perfect Je ne pense pas que ça fasse / il y ait 10 ans 
qu’ils habitent ici. I don’t think he’s been living here for 10 years. 
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