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Word Bank
Mandarin Transcription Translation
= shangxué to go to school
/SN méimei younger sister
£ ka to cry
W xiayt to rain
X tian sky
B shangdian shop
T kaimén to open the door
FR Xuéxiao school
e juhui party
Vil kaishi to start
AT lixing to travel
3 shéng to give birth
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How to express “be about to” in Mandarin Chinese?

1 Rearrange the following to make a correct sentence.

a. ¥ M T E,
Shangxué ta le yao.
He is about to go to school.

b. R R KK T E R
KG woé meimei le yao kuai.
My younger sister is about to cry.

c. ERTTW #e
Yao tian le xia yu jiu.
It's going to rain soon.
d. T WE I
Le jiu shangdian kaimén.
The store is about to open.

2 Translate the following using (}& kuai/ % jiu) £ (yao) ... 7 (le).

a. He is about to go to the shops.
b. She is coming to Beijing soon.
c. | am leaving now.

d. School is about to open.
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3 Based on the clues provided below, describe what are going to happen soon,

using (B kuai/ & jiu) E (yao) ... 7 (le).

Clue 1: things prepared ready for a party Clue 2: items prepared ready for travel

Clue 3: she is ready for a new baby
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1 a. WELFT,
Ta yao shangxué le.
He is about to go to school.
b. BIRKHERT,
W& meimei kuai yao ki le.
My younger sister is about to cry.
c. ABRETWT.
Tian jiu yao xiayu le.
It's going to rain soon.
d. BERFITT o
Shangdian jiu kaimén le.
The store is about to open.

2 a. MEEHET.
Ta yao qu shangdian le.

b. WEXRIET .

Ta yao lai Béijing le.
c. RREAT

WG jiu yao zoéu le.
d. FREFET

Xuéxiao kuai kaixué le.

3 ReBEFET,
Juhui yao kaishi le.
The party is about to begin.
R R RAT T o
Ta jiu yao qu lixing le.
He is going to travel soon.

WREAET,
Ta kuai yao shéng le.
She is about to give birth.
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